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Question: Government restrictions are in place, due to which people cannot gather in the masajid
and perform salah. In light of this, should one perform Zuhr or Jumuah in one’s home on Friday? If
one is to perform Zuhr then should it be performed in congregation or by oneself? Additionally, when
salah is performed in homes in congregation should the adhan and igamah be called or not? It is
mentioned in the books of figh that the excused (ma dhiirin) will perform Zuhr on Friday by
themselves; the reason mentioned is that a congregation of Zuhr will decrease the congregation for
Jumu’ah which is contradictory to the purpose of Jumuah. However, this reasoning is not applicable
in today’s situation, so will it be permissible to perform Zuhr in congregation? ! L=l =Yu1s > 5 JJb s
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According to the scenario in the question, in those areas where the conditions of Jumu’ah are found
one must only perform Jumu ah. If there is no permission to congregate in the masajid then it must be
performed in the homes. If there are restrictions which limit large gatherings then three mature males
excluding the imam are enough. For those individuals who cannot read the khurbah, a long khuzbah is
not necessary, rather, in the first khurbah surah al-Fatizah can be recited and in the second khuzbah
surah al-lkhlas and sarah al-‘Asr can be recited. If, however, three mature males are not present
excluding the imam, nor can they gather, or if none of them can recite the khusbah and the Quran
(gira ah) aloud, then Zuhr can be performed in congregation or in solitude, both will be permissible.
However, performing salah in congregation is much more virtuous than performing salah in solitude;
therefore, performing salah in congregation is better.

Some have said that performing Jumu 'ah in homes is incorrect because the condition (shary) of general
permission of assembly (idhn ‘am) is not found. In reality, however, closing the door to one’s home is
for security purposes and not to prevent others from joining the Jumu ‘ah prayer, because if one’s door
remains open, then too, people would not come and join the prayer. The meaning of ‘no idhn ‘am’ is
when people gather in the jami’ masjid, the doors are then closed and the Jumu 'ah prayer is performed,
while permission for others to join is not granted and there is no other place in the locality where
Jumu’ah is taking place. In this situation, the Jumuah salah of those performing in the jami’ masjid
will not be valid, because there is no idhn ‘am, i.e. no permission for others to join. This however, is
not found when Jumu’ah is performed in homes, because even if one locks their doors then the
Jumuah of others is not missed (because Jumu 'ah can be performed elsewhere as well). An example
of this is elucidated by the fugaha ' who state that if Jumu 'ah is performed after having locked the gates
of a fort, and Jumu 'ah is also performed in masdajid outside the fort, then the Jumu ah of those within
the fort will be valid. Locking the gates is for the sake of the regulations of the fort and not to prevent
anyone from performing Jumu ah.

Observe some proofs from the books of figh:
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Observe some fatawa of the akabir regarding performing Jumu 'ah in homes, car factories and offices:

Hadrat Mufti Kifayatullah, may Allah ta’ala have mercy upon him, states that it is permissible to
perform Jumu ah in homes. It is written in ‘Kifayat ul-Muftz’:

“Yes, it is possible to perform Jumu 'ah in homes as well, when there is no prevention; however, one
should not always perform salah in one’s home and leave the masjid barren.” (Kifayat ul-Muftz, v.3,
pg. 231, Dar al-Isha’at).

Hadrat Thanwi, may Allah ta’ala have mercy upon him, states that performing Jumu'ah in a
government office is valid. Observe the fatwa titled “;ﬁjd/K/;ﬁ;uk{wxumf ” (i.e. “The ruling of
performing Jumu ah in a government office and a fort™):

“Idhn ‘am (general permission) is among the conditions for Jumuah to be valid, which means that
stopping people from performing salah there should not be the motive. Rather, if preventing others
from prayer is because of other necessities then that does not affect idhn ‘am. It is written in ‘al-Durr
al-Mukhtar’:... Thus from the previously mentioned, performing Jumu ‘ah in this fort is permissible.”
(Imdad al-Fatawa, v.1, pg.481).

Hadrat Mufti ‘Azizur Rahman, may Allah ta’ala have mercy upon him, states: “It is permissible to
perform Jumu 'ah in one’s home due to rains.” Observe his fatwa, titled: qumLJUJxJ;LJLJ/g"

"La“ﬂmg “The ability to perform Jumu 'ah in one’s home during times of rain” in ‘Fatawa Darul ‘Ulim

Deoband’, v.5, pg.75, Dar al-Isha’at. The summary of the farwa is: Question: During the monsoon
season when the masjid is far and walking is difficult what is the ruling regarding Jumu ah? Answer:
According to the mufta bihi view Jumuah is permissible in multiple places, therefore, if going to the
masjid is difficult due to excuse of rain then it is permissible to perform Jumu’ah elsewhere with a
permissible congregation, (i.e. three men other than the imam).”

Hadrat Mawlana Zafar Ahmad Uthmani, may Allah ta’ala have mercy upon him, states that if
preventing people from performing Jumu ah is not the purpose, rather, it is for regulation purposes
then it will be permissible to perform Jumu ah in a fort. (Imdad al-Azkam, v.1, pg.751).

In another place it is written that it is permissible to perform Jumu’ah in a car factory. (Imdad al-
Ahkam, v.1, pg.739). Yet in another place it is written that if Jumu’a/ is missed by a few individuals
then they can make one among them the imam and perform Jumu ah. (Imdad al-Akkam, v.1, pg.784).

Hadrat Mufti ‘Abdur Rahim, may Allah ta’ala have mercy upon him, states: “If some people have not
yet performed Jumu ah, then they can perform it in a house.” (Fatawa Rahimiyyah, v.3, pg.421).

Hadrat Mufti ‘Azizur Rahman, may Allah ta’ala have mercy upon him, stated that if one says sub/zan
Allah, or alhamdu Lillah, or Allahu Akbar once in the khusbah, then that suffices. Observe what he
writes in ‘Fatawa Darul ‘Ulim Deoband: “The khugbah which is fard will be also completed by saying
subjzan Allah, or alkamdu Lillah, or Allahu Akbar once. According to the Sakibayn if one recites three
verses or the amount of tashahhud then the khuzbah will be complete. Therefore, if one does not know
one of the common khuzbahs then he can suffice with the previously mentioned amount and perform
Jumu’ah. In those places where Jumu 'ah is wajib, i.e. in cities, and large villages then Jumu 'ah should
not be left out.” (Fatawa Darul ‘Uliam Deoband, v.5, pg. 82, Dar al-Isha’at).

For more information see: ‘4hsan al-Fatawa’ v.4, pg.120, and ‘Fatawa Masmadiyyah’ v.8, pg.184,
Jami’ah Faragiyyah.
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Another aspect is that regarding idhn ‘am being a condition (sharz), ‘Allamah Tahtawi, ‘Allamah
Shami, ‘Allamah Shurunbulali and other fugaha® have stated that this is not mentioned in zahir al-
riwayah, rather it is mentioned in nadir al-riwayah. It is for this reason that Imam Qudiiri and Sahib
al-Hidayah did not mention it. Moreover, there are severe warnings in the akadith for one who discards
Jumu’ah;, therefore, Jumu’ah in the homes should be diligently observed.

Observe what ‘Allamah Sham1, may Allah ta’ala be pleased with him, has written regarding idhn ‘am:
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Indeed, if three males other than the imam are not present and gathering is difficult because of the law
then Zuhr should be performed in congregation. Some scholars have written regarding the excused
(ma’dharm) that performing Zuhr in congregation in their homes on Friday is makrizh. The ‘illah
(reason) for it being makrih is that the congregation for Jumu 'ah will decrease and it will seem as this
action is in opposition to Jumu’ah. This ‘illah is not present in this situation, because there are
restrictions in attending the masajid. Due to the ‘i/lah not being present, the ruling of makrizh will also
no longer be present, and performing Zuhr in congregation is not only permissible but greater and more
virtuous as well. Observe what ‘Allamah Sayyid Ahmad Tahtawi states regarding the ‘illah of
karahah:
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Thus, there is no apparent opposition to Jumu'ah in villages; therefore, Zuhr in congregation is
permissible there without being disliked (karahah). <Allamah Tahtawi further states:
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For more information see: ‘al-Nahr al-Fa'iq’ and ‘al-Hidayah’, v.1, pg.170, Ashrafiyah Deoband,
and ‘al-Durr al-Mukhtar’.

And Allah ta’ala knows best, and to Him is the return and final abode.
Written by The Humble Servant: Muhammad llyas bin Afzal Sheikh, may he be pardoned.
Darul Uloom Zakariyya, South Africa.
Date: 7" Sha’ban al-Mu’azzam, 1441 / 1%t April 2020.
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