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“ There are men and classes of men that stand
above the common herd : the soldier, sailor, and the
shepherd not unfrequently, the artist rarely ; rarer
still the clergyman ; the physician almost as a rule.
He is the flower (such as it is) of our civilization ;
and when that stage of man is done with, and only
to be marveled at in history, he will be thought to
have shared as little as any in the defects of the
meriod, and most notably exhibited the virtues of
the race. Generosity he had, such as is possible
to those who practice an art, never to those who
drive a trade; discretion tested by a hundred
secrets ; tact tried in a thousand embarrassments ;
and, what is more important, Herculean cheerful-
ness and courage. So it is that he brings air and
cheer into the sick-room, and often enough, though
not so often as he wishes, brings healing.”

RoBeRT LoOUIS STEVENSON.









8 INTRODUCTION.

Adverse criticism is specific, and is positive evi-
dence that the transactions have been read; and
if they prove to be absurd, they will subserve
the useful purpose, by mere analogy, of creating
appreciation for good reading-matter. I will
say,” continued Dr. Sartorius, as he proceeded
to remove a comedo from his dexter cheek,
“that the transactions of the ‘ club’ may be non-
sensical, but remember, my adolescent friend,
that a ‘little nonsense, now and then, is relished
by the wisest men.’” I will depart from the con-
ventionalism of preface-writing. I regard the
transactions as embodying a prodigious misuse
of ink and a perverse and limited employment
of intellect. The foregoing observation will be
apparent at once to the intrepid reader. This
book can be handled with impunity. It has an
antiseptic binding, the leaves have been thor-
oughly iodoformized, and the printers’ ink ren-
dered sterile. If the transactions supply *the
long-felt want,” the editor will be amply com-

pensated—by the publisher.
TeHE EDITOR.
431 GEARY STREET, SAN FRrANcIsco, CAL.












12 CONTENTS.

CHAPTER I

THE BANQUET OF THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.
PAGE

The ménu.—Music by the Antiseptic orchestra.—The toast
“Our Doctors,” by Dr. Longus.—* Ode to Nothing,” by
Dr. Brevis, the homeopathic member.—The toast ¢ The
Spoon,” by Dr. Cochlearis.—The final toast, “The
Ladies,” by Dr. Trapezius.—The refrain of the German
band from the effects of beer.—The chairman announces
& secret formula for extracting the active principle of
alcohol : a new process for developing a scientific jag.. 53

CHAPTER IV.

TESTIMONIALS SUBMITTED TO THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

The president’s absence accounted for by an attack of cere-
bral congestion, superinduced by an attempt to read one
of his own prescriptions.—Dr. Vastus Externus called to
the chair, which his corpulency ably filled.—As president
he was not a success, by reason of defective hearing from
a Seidlitz-powder explosion.—A bacteriological experi-
ment testing the “time charge” of a messenger-boy.—A
paper on testimonial mania; thirty citations.—Charges
preferred against members violating the “hypocritic
08th” . .ttt e i eeea cecesecvee 67

CHAPTER V.
A PAPER ON “THE CLIMATE OF CALIFORNIA.”

Dissipation of the club in colloquial panegyries.—An unpar-
donable differential diagnosis.—A paper on “The Cli-
mate of California,” by Dr. Abduetor Indicis.—Tributes
to the glorious climate.—The undertaker’s lament.—An
addition to the medical lexicon by order of the club:
“ghemoptysis” hereafter to be & companion word to






14

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER VIIL

A DENTAL CLINIC AT THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

PAGE
Changes adopted in medical nomenclature.—Life-insurance

examinations and absurdities.—A eclinic established for
the preparation of rejected candidates ; four cases consid-
ered.—Exactions and collections of medical fees.—The
dental clinic conducted by Dr. Molaris.—The similarity
and misapplication of dental and obstetrical forceps.—

Gluteal surgery explained.—Presentation of cases...... 161

CHAPTER IX.

THE STATE OF MEDICINE IN THE YEAR 1945.

Members of the medical profession to be recognized by their

habiliments of aluminum.—Antiseptic tablets the cur-
rency of the time.—Correct calendar arranged by time-
culture clocks, determined when the tubercle baecilli
reach their maturity.—Medical societies no longer exist
for furthering the egotism of members.—Another axiom
in progressive medicine determined : “ Nothing can sup-
plant the autopsy.”—The skill of the twentieth-century
physician lies in his diagnostic acumen.—Disease has
become obsolete and to be recognized only as a symp-
tom.—The administration of the active constituents
of food by capsules.—Compressed pellets of absorbent
cotton in cases of vacuity.—Classification of physicians
in 1945: 1st, Prophylacticians; 2d, Consultants ; 3d, Or-
chotomists ; 4th, Lethalists........... .... ceseciesacns



ORGANIZATION OF THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

15









18 THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

cases. “ After all,” he was wont to say, “the
skill of a physician is encompassed in his diag-
nostic acumen. The physician diagnoses cases
and nature cures them.” He claimed that tra-
dition recognized the surgeon as a person of
greater ability than the physician. To be a
good physician, he argued, was more difficult
than to be a good surgeon. The domain of the
former was the esoteric and that of the latter
the exoteric being. Disregarding the scientific
acquirements of surgery as encompassed wholly
in diagnostic acumen, he regarded the surgeon
as an acrobat—the more he risked life, the
greater the appreciation of his performance ; but,
unlike the acrobat, the surgeon risked the other
fellow’s life, and he could afford to be courageous.

Dr. Sartorius dissipated the prejudice of the
laity to youth by his scientific management of
medical cases which had baffled the empirical
treatment of the older physicians. When he was
created nature did not stint herself in endowing
him with perfect physical development. Nor was
he indifferent to the gifts of nature; on the con-
trary, he sought, by the conventional methods,
to preserve them, for he is quoted as saying ¢ that
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contingency. Pain he regarded as a shock to
the nervous system, which if repeated would
seriously involve the integrity of the nervous
apparatus; and as this system presided over
nutrition, it was wise to protect it from the in-
sults of pain.

If the patient had a gastric or intestinal affec-
tion he inhibited the ingestion of food for many
days, or, when this was impossible, he reduced
the functional activity of those organs to a min-
imum by giving predigested food in concen-
trated form. He administered food as he did
the alkaloidal drugs, claiming that eating was,
as far as nutrition is concerned, a periphrastic
act. He observed that hunger was a symptom
dependent on changes in the nutritive elements
of the blood. The elements of food, from a
practical standpoint, could be divided into pal-
atable and nutritive. The taking of the former
he referred to as the quantitative, and of the
latter as the qualitative, ingestion of food. The
quantitative ingestion of food was dietetic trau-
matism to-the sensitive cells concerned in as-
similation, which would sooner or later result in
anomalies of nutrition. This idea suggested the
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tional dogmas which -had preserved their pris-
tine state for nearly one hundred years, unsullied
by the progress of science. The creation of the
Antiseptic Club was an evolution of the erudite
mind of Dr. Sartorius at a time when the doc-
trines of Lister were first promulgated. As a
pioneer proselyte of the Listerian doctrines he
manifested his willingness to adopt any origi-
nal method of treatment founded on inductive
reasoning and supplemented by accurate ex-
perimentation. His antiseptic pedantry was
evidenced in formulating the reéquirements ne-
cessary for membership in the Antiseptic Club.
Only a few of the requirements can be cited.
Many of the exactions appeared facetious, but
they were all based on the conservative princi-
ples of asepsis.

All members had to bathe daily in antiseptic
solutions. Preference was accorded to carbolic
acid, although the selection of the antiseptic was
left to the discretion of the bather, provided he
bathed. The body was afterward dried by ster-
ilized towels. Before immersion in the bath the
physician was compelled to remain in a steam
sterilizer for two or more hours, to insure abso-
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used his atomizer ; but when it was learned that
he was employed as a health inspector this fact
served as an adequate excuse for his supposed
delinquency.

On every meeting-night of the Antiseptic Club
six large steam-atomizers were in constant oper-
ation atomizing solutions of corrosive subli-
mate. The strength of the solution was, of
course, regulated by law, six being the legalized
percentage. For two weeks after attendance on
the meetings the members suffered from mercu-
rial intoxication, which fact necessitated monthly
meetings of the club, to enable the members to
recover fully. It may be remarked incidentally
that Dr. Plantaris, who had been inoculated with
syphilis, made application for membership with
a view of taking mercurial treatment while in
attendance on the meetings.

Some of the more zealous members were wont
to use atropine for checking the secretions of
the skin, claiming, as they did, that perspiration
offered a favorable culture-field for microbes.
Other members wore masks over the mouth for
the purpose of filtering the air, and as they
walked along the thoroughfares of the city they
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The Antiseptic Club had condemned the fin-
ger-nails as abettors of sepsis, and the club had
appointed an official known as the “ Opponent
of Nails,” whose duty it was to remove perma-
nently the finger-nails of the members by means
of an instrument called the * Nailotome.”

Desirous of experimenting with a new chalyb-
eate in sublimate anemia, I made application for
membership in the Antiseptic Club, in accor-
dance with this wish. The balloting was done
by white and black balls composed respectively
of naphthaline and aristol. When an applicant
was elected he was said to have been naphtha-
linized ; and conversely, he was aristolized. In
due time I received an envelope redolent with
carbolic acid and securely wrapped in antiseptic
dressings. On removing the latter I found a
large gelatine plate, on which I read an inserip-
tion of greenish iridescence. On first appearance
the inscription looked illegible enough to be mis-
taken for a prescription ; but on more careful ex-
amination it proved to be a culture growth of the
Bacillus pyocyaneus, so sowed as to conform with
the characters of ordinary writing. Itwas a notice
of election to membership in the Antiseptic Club,
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F disinterested-
ness were made
a requirement
for papers read
before medical
societies, how
few papers
would be read!

. how interesting
they. would be!
If the discus-
sions thereon
were limited to
originality of statement, there would be no per-
verse application of wind, and nervous prostra-
tion of the auditory sense would be an obsolete
complaint to the auditors.
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fired monthly to render it germ-proof. T

cade presented some exquisite carvings "1 wood
of the abdominal viscera, the chef @euvre being
a statue of Alsculapius conducting artificial res-
piration on a snake which had become asphyxi-
ated.. At the entrance to the building were four
massive columns made of columnar epithelium,
with skulls for capitals, and resting on pedestals
resembling pelves. Over the entrance to the
building were the words:

THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

WE DEFY INFECTION.

The interior of the building was partitioned
by nasal septa ingeniously cemented together
by antiseptic glue and padded on either side by
layers of salicylated cotton and antiseptic gauze.
The floors were lined with tessellated epithelium.
The walls were inlaid with a large number of
vesical and biliary calculi, while the ceilings
were frescoed by means of bacillary cultures,
and tinted with the products of chromogenic mi-
crobes. Pendent from the ceiling were a num-
ber of hanging drops containing phosphorescent
bacilli, which furnished the illumination.
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Dr. Rectus Femoris read a synopsis of a paper
on “The Employment of Static Eleetricity in
the Treatment of Disease.” He referred in de-
tail to his valuable apparatus, and did not forget
to mention that it was the most expensive one of
its kind in the city. He inadvertently remarked
that it was heavily nickel-plated and was greatly
admired by his patients. He had treated two
thousand cases of nervous disease, with absolute
cure in every instance. It was an invaluable
apparatus, and he would not be without it.

Dr. Compressor Nasi presented the following
report of three hundred cases treated by him
with static electricity:

Ezperiment No. 1.
Cost of apparatus ............. $25.00
Number of cases treated ....... 100

Result: cure in every case when treatment
was discontinued.

Lxperiment No. 2.
Cost of apparatus............ $1000.00
Number of cases treated...... 100
Result: cure in one hundred cases.
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his aristolized neckwear, and took a drink from
a flask conspicuously labeled STERILIZED WATER.

He defined typhoid fever as a very interesting
disease when observed in some other person. It
was an affection which did not respect sex and
consequently attacked men as often as it did
women. There was an eminent German physi-
cian who claimed that the disease was more prev-
alent when the ground-water was low. While he
did not care to contradict so eminent an author-
ity, he nevertheless argued that this savant was
laboring in the interests of some water monop-
oly. He deplored the avariciousness of some
scientists, who knew that medicine was an elas-
tic art, with a surfeit of theorists and theories.
It could be stretched to accommodate any mo-
tive; it mattered little whether it was stretched
for the accommodation of a water or patent-
medicine monopoly, or was used by the econom-
ical proprietor of a bath-house, who justified his
motive in discountenancing the use of soap by
quoting many leading authorities, whose num-
ber would be limitless were it not for the expense
of printing their names.

The germ of typhoid fever next engaged his
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development of the disease in the sleeping-cars
of our railroads and in the cabins of our trans-
atlantic steamers. The bacilli died rapidly in
ordinary drinking-water; hence the advantage
of drinking only milk during an epidemic of
typhoid fever. That the germs were not de-
stroyed by heat illustrated the danger of drink-
ing the ice-water of our hotels. The contagion
could be conveyed by the infant as well as the
adult, which demonstrated the very interesting
fact that physical strength was not necessary in
its conveyance. The disease often ran a rapid
course, but sometimes it was less speedy and
walked, as in the ambulatory form of the affec-
‘tion. The lesions of the disease were located in
the patches of Peyer.

At this juncture the speaker broke the con-
tinuity of his paper to pay a tribute of respect to
the memory of Peyer. Here was a great man,
the memory of whose name was confined to the -
unhallowed realms of the intestines, polluted by
filth, and tarnished by contact with the most
primitive forms of animal life. There was less
in a name than in the bowels of a constipated
patient, The illustrious name of Peyer should
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was well aware that advertisers knew no senti-
ment, and he was likewise cognizant of the fact
that physicians were, as a rule, the most credu-
lous of beings. “The manufacturing chemists,”
continued the speaker, “ invoice this credulity as
a part of their stock in trade.” The number of
new preparations forced on the medical profession
was legion. The bewildered physician was in-
structed to use “ Brown’s Emulsion of Cod-liver
Oil” because the molecules of oil were in a state
of finer division by one one-hundredth of an inch
than was the preparation of “Jones”; that the
bad taste of “Gureen’s Elixir of Quinine” re-
mained in the mouth after taking for two min-
utes’ less time than any other elixir of the same
preparation. Smith provided an expectorating-
cup with his cough medicine, while “Jackson’s
Anti Rheumatic” was just the thing for rheu-
matism, inasmuch as it was manufactured by a
joint-stock company. He next showed a pre-
sumable prescription that would be written in a
few years if this disorder of things were not
stayed by the concerted action of the medical
profession. The preseription of Dr. Dorsi was
as follows:
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come with the odor of iodoform, which had
been vigorously distributed about the room by
Dr. Compressor Nasi, who suffered from anosmia
and misanthropy. The paper was now open for
discussion.

Dr. Vastus Externus made the sapient obser-
vation that inasmuch as the stool was the main
factor in transmitting the infection of typhoid
fever, the lesions of the disease must of necessity
be seated on or near the stool; hence the intes-
tine, especially its morbid portion, the il-eum,
was chiefly affected.

Dr. Vastus Internus was the second speaker.
After shifting his dilated stomach to disentangle
a knot which had developed in it by his con-
strained position, he proceeded to compliment
the reader on the excellence of his paper. Then
he sat down.

Dr. Longus Colli had considerable experience
with typhoid fever. During the last six months
he had twelve cases, which he treated by im-
mense doses of carbolic acid. He believed that
carbolic acid was a specific in typhoid fever and
owed its efficacy to its germicidal action. The
latter assertion he felt justified in making, inas-
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elso but aleak. We could learn something from
the plumbers in this direction, who, when they
encountered a leak, soldered it. The only differ-
ence in the method was the charge, which was
higher in the tinkering done by the physician,
whose duty it was not only to save the patient,
but to maintain the dignity of the profession.
The oldest member of the club, Dr. Azygos
Uvule, wished to illustrate by a little incident
which occurred to him that day how powerless
was the physician in coping with disease. He
was strolling upon the wharf during his office
hours—a time when he was least occupied—
when he was attracted toward a large crowd.
On inquiring the cause of this large concourse
of people he elicited the information that a child
had fallen into the water. The frantic mother
implored the pcople to rescue her child from the
surging waves. No one responded. The sus-
pense was terrible. Old and feeble as he was,
he doffed his coat, jumped into the water, and
rescued the child. The grateful mother was
profuse in her thanksgiving. “ Don’t thank me,”
said the gallant doctor; “I am sufficiently re-
warded. I am Dr. Azygos Uvule. I have prac-






46 THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

could really be. On that day a lady and gentle-
man had called at his office. The former suffered
from some trouble with the mamma which ne-
cessitated amputation of the same. The advice
was scorned by the wife, who remarked that only
a few days before she had received a new dia-
mond breastpin, and she had not yet had enough
use out of it to discard it forever. “In despair
I turned to the husband for sympathy. ¢Sir)
said he, ‘while I occasionally indulge in meta-
phor as a lawyer in addressing a jury, I still be-
lieve in adhering to the truth. I cannot agree to
your proposition, for I will never again be able
to say that I wish to return to the bosom of my
family.””

As the patches of Peyer had been referred to
that evening, he wished to call the attention of
the club to a suit recently won by the heirs of
Peyer. “The wealth of the country,” continued
the speaker, “had become concentrated in the
hands of a few men. The only means legiti-
matized by law in relieving the wealthy of some
of their burden was by the institution of suits.
The heirs of Peyer had sued some of the wealthy
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office with no case other than a bookcase; and
although I had no patients I kept my hand in
by killing time. I had a large bell connected
with my office, which, when rung, was calculated
to wake the dead; but for some reason I never
heard it, because it never rang. Finally it did
ring one day, however,and there entered my office
an individual who said he was sick ; he knew he
was past all recovery, and, indeed, he did not care
to live; and for those reasons he came to me for
treatment. I thanked him in reply, telling him
at the same time that I would not prove myself
unworthy of his expectations. I at once pro-
ceeded to examine him carefully with reference
to his disease, and more carefully with reference
to his pocket. I extracted from him much valu-
able information that would lead to a diagnosis,
and more valuable coin that would lead to a
square meal. After the examination was com-
pleted he asked me about the nature of his
disease. I confessed I did not know, but com-
forted him with the assurance that we would
learn everything® at the post-mortem examina-
tion. He wanted me to make such an examina-
tion at once. He had coin to pay for it, and if
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money. I was in a quandary. I bethought my-
self of sending for a friend of mine, an artist,
who would draw his last breath. But no, I alone
must prove worthy of my patient’s confidence.
I must have a powerful remedy, and I guessed
it. Ipecac! I heard it could throw up a child.
Why not use it on my patient? I did, and he
threw up the ghost. I knew there were other
ways of dying. He might have kicked the
bucket, but he could not—he was paralyzed. To
have bitten the dust was also impossible, for he
was without teeth. He was a fresh man when
he came to me, but he was otherwise when I
stopped treatment. Indeed, so rapid did de-
composition set in that I had to prescribe ice,
the first prescription that had any effect. Al-
together I felt satisfied with the results. I
promised my patient that he would go out rid-
ing in a few months, and my prognostication
was verified: he attended his own funeral in a
hearse.”

After the applause following this toast had
ceased the chairman related his experience with
his first patient:

He was called suddenly to see a dying man,
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If he lives, here, then, is the situation:
He was cured by mere attenuation.

If he dies, well—dissolution

Surely follows mere die-lution.”

The toast “The Spoon” was responded to by
Dr. Cochlearis. I almost forget the substance of
his toast, but I remember an instance which he
related that occurred during the course of his
extensive practice. One of his patients was ar-
rested for stealing spoons. When he appeared
before the magistrate the latter questioned him
on the singularity of his thefts, that of stealing
spoons at regular intervals for six successive
days. “Your past history, prisoner at the bar,”
said the judge, “is exceptionally good. Tell me,”
he continued, “is there anything you can offer
in mitigation of your offense?” “Yes, your
honor,” said the faltering culprit; “I took the
spoons on the advice of my physician, Dr. Coch-
learis. He told me to take a dessert-spoon three
times a day.”

When the final toast of the evening, “The
Ladies,” was announced, the chairman called on
my neighbor, Dr, Trapezius, who refused to re-
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Gentlemen,” said Dr. Trapezius, in conclusion,
“this is the reason why I would not respond to
the toast of ‘ The Ladies” If I have one regret
at the present time it is this: that I did not write
the marriage proposal on tissue-paper.”

After the remarks of Dr. Trapezius the mem-
bers were already buoyant. The German band
succumbed to the effects of beer, which seemed
Teutonic for their delicate organisms. Dr. Pec-
toralis Minor was equal to the occasion, however.
He improvised some music from an organ to
which the late Dr. Omo-hyoid was fondly at-
tached (be it remembered that the doctor suc-
cumbed to the effects of gastric catarrh). The
organ consisted of a stomach, with esophagus,
which, when manipulated, discoursed music re-
sembling the catarrh.

It was interesting to note how the individual
members thwarted the post-intoxicating action
of wine. One member used a cephalic compress-
ometer; another enveloped his head in plaster-
of-Paris bandages; another drank a solution of
muriate of ammonia; while Dr. Trapezius, who
studied in Germany, adopted the emetic route.
The chairman, by a secret process known only
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to himself, had extracted the active principles of
alecohol, which he took in capsules at regular in-
tervals, thus developing a jag which was emi-
nently scientific. The early morning hours be-
held many atactic doctors describing parabolic
curves in their endeavors to reach home, and
the early morning citizens cast a knowing smile
of contentment at the discomfiture of the under-
takers, who realized that for the present their
best patrons were hors de combat.






IV.

TESTIMONIALS SUBMITTED TO THE ANTI-
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observation by a simple bacteriological proce-
dure. “You will note, gentlemen,” said Dr. Fe-
moris, “ that our worthy president planted on the
forehead of this puerile retardation [messenger-
boy] various time cultures. On examining the
same I find that only the Bacillus erythrosporus
has attained full development. Now, as this ba-
cillus develops fully in exactly two hours, the
boy is entitled to only two hours’ time.”

After a vote of thanks was given to Dr. Femo-
ris, and a demand made on the treasury for the
amount of the messenger-boy’s service, Dr. Vas-
tus Externus was called to the chair. Owing to
his extreme corpulence he filled the chair ably.
As a presiding officer, however, he was not a suec-
cess. His sense of audition was defective, owing
to the accidental explosion of a Seidlitz powder
which he was administering to a patient some
months previously. Then, again, you could not
hear him speak, owing to an attack of saliva-
tion, his words being inundated by the excess of
salivary secretion.

After the minutes of the last meeting were
read, Dr. Pectoralis Minor entered serious ob-
jections to their acceptance. These objections






70 * THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

to do so. He begged, however, that Dr. Superior
Rectus be allowed to make the motion for him.
The motion was to the effect that the commu-
nication be laid on the table. The motion was
carried.

Dr. Secalenus Anticus wished to prefer charges
against Dr. Rectus Femoris for violating the Hip-
pocratic oath. “The latter,” said Dr. Anticus,
“works a quarry, and in so doing violates the
oath by cutting for stone.” The charges were
referred to a committee, whose office, as usual,
became hereditary.

The chairman announced a paper on * Testi-
monial Mania,” by Dr. Scalenus Anticus. He
defined this affection as a diseased state peculiar
to the physician between the time of his gradu-
ation as a physician and—well, the time when
he ceases to be one. During the past few years
the affection was undoubtedly on the increase.
There was one physician whom he recalled who
bhad been a victim of the disease, but since he
lost the sense of vision, and could no longer see
his name in print, he was cured completely. He
feared a relapse, however, if at any time the pa-
tient could feel his name in print. There was
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ered, with the exception of a slight indisposition
from tuberculosis.”

_ Testimonial No. 2. )

“T have used ‘ Quacker’s Purified Opium’ for
insomnia in an infant that was frightened by a
tapeworm. The latter was extracted alive two
days later at the post-mortem examination. I
must confess, although it’s rather powerful for
infants, it’s ‘a daisy’ for tapeworms.”

Testimonial No. 3.

“A man in my town suffering from aleoholism
saw snakes for six days in succession. After
taking one dose of your ‘Aneyehilator’ he only
saw them with his right eye. After taking a sec-
ond dose he didn’t see any more. He says your
¢ Aneyehilator’ is ¢ out of sight.’”

Testimonial No. 4.

“Your purgine is a dandy. One of my pa-
tients was so constipated that he had to swallow
keys to open his bowels. I take your purgine
twice daily. I am a surgeon in active practice,

“and have two successful operations a day.”






74 THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

used your ‘Diejustyet’ for over fifty years, died
yesterday from cholera infantum.”

Testimonial No. 8.

“Your diarrhea medicine is a lulu. To show
you how it acts: I happened to get one drop of
it in my watch and it stopped it at once. While
walking down the street yesterday I saw a run-
away horse. With rare presence of mind I be-
thought myself of your medicine, a bottle of
which I had in my pocket. After throwing it at
the animal I stopped it immediately.”

Testimonial No. 9.

“I have used your antifat remedy steadily for
over thirty years and wouldn’t be without it.
.. One of my patients profited by your remedy.
" While in jail he was given a bottle of your med-
icine by a friend, and three days later he effected
Lis escape through the waste-pipe.”

Testimonial No. 10.
“Your hair-restorer is fine. Since using three

bottles my hair has all come out. One bottle
will restore old hair mattresses. It will also
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to my former occupation of carpentry. I now
drive nothing else but nails.”

Testimonial No. 24.

“Two years ago I was in the habit of walking
through the streets of this city carrying a satch-
el, with a view to deceiving the public that I had
something to do. I also cultivated a preoccupied
air, which was surcharged with carbonic acid.
Having been repeatedly mistaken for a piano-
tuner, I sought to forego the habit of carrying a
satchel, but without result. Luckily I heard of
your valuable ‘ Trunk Expedient,’ which not only
enables me to carry my instruments, but like-
wise my whole medical library.”

Testimonial No. 25.

“For many years I have been a victim of
polypharmacy. Since using two bottles of your
wonderful ‘Cerebral Devitalizer’ my memory
has become so defective that I can no longer
remember the many ingredients of my former
ready-made stock of prescriptions. I now write
‘ custom-made’ prescriptions suitable to the case
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the liberal use of your ‘75 sulphates,’ gangrene
was averted.”

Testimonial No. 29.

“I am a young physician. My friends said I
lacked dignity, which I construed to mean that
condition which makes you feel you are better
than somebody else. With the advice from
your ‘bureau,’ I associated myself with a senior
medical student who ran a surgical clinic in the
absence of his professor. I now feel, in conse-
quence of my association, how great I really am.’

Testimonial No. 30.

“DUODENAL PATH, ALIMENTARY WAY,
“ HEpATIC HEIGHTS ON THE CHOLEDOCHUS,
“LoNDON, ENGLAND.

“DEAR Sirs: I am a homeopath, although there
is nothing small about me but my medicines.
Owning a lot of stock in a water company, and
desirous of enhancing its value, I became a
homeopath. I use your ‘Reservoir Diluent’ in
dry catarrh, kleptomania, and in all other cases.

“Very diluently and potentially yours,

“], VERILY SMALL.”
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After the paper of Dr. Anticus was concluded
the members adjourned to “ The Antisepticum,”
where antiseptic beer was kept on draught, and
cheese was served with patent ventilators at-
tached, the invention of Dr., Femoris, a member
of the club,
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V.

A PAPER ON “THE CLIMATE OF CALI-
FORNIA”
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of cerebral congestion. Dr. Anticus replied that
his information on the subject was extremely
limited ; in fact, he knew nothing about it, inas-
much as he had just completed a monograph on
the subject.

Dr. Longus Colli wished to present to the club
a very interesting case. It was that of a young
man who, ever since he remembered, had a
swelling on the outer side of his ankle. He
suffered no inconvenience from it; in fact, it was
unnoticed until the disecriminating eagle eye of
Dr. Colli detected it. A singular feature with
reference to the case was this: that since Dr.
Colli had detected the prominence the patient
had suffered most excruciating pain in the part.
Dr. Colli would not venture a diagnosis; he pre-
sented the case with the hope of gaining infor-
mation.

Dr. Vastus Internus arose, and proceeded to
compliment the preceding speaker on the inter-
esting nature of the case. He continued to pane-
gyrize Dr. Colli for about ten minutes, and then
sat down; whereupon the misanthrope of the
club, Dr. Compressor Nasi, arose.

Dr. Nasi was incensed at the inanity of the
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bottling the climate was still in its infancy and
would probably remain so. He objected to the
exportation of the “ glorious climate”; the home
market was large enough, and consumption plen-
tiful. The “glorious climate” was recognized
throughout the world for its evenness of temper-
ature, and this was a source of congratulation,
for it was never too hot for whisky straight, nor
too cold for beer. '

The speaker, before concluding his paper, dem-
onstrated in test-tubes the different climates to
be met with in San Francisco during a summer
day. This demonstration necessitated the em-
ploymentof overone hundred different test-tubes.

The paper was now open for discussion.

Dr. Compressor Nasi, in rising to open the dis-
cussion, said he would depart on this occasion
from the conventional custom of congratulating
the reader on the excellence of his paper. On
the contrary, he would sterilize his remarks of
all adulation. He begged to observe, with all
candor, that this was the most aborted attempt
at originality that he had ever known. No doubt
the paper was all right—he bought and used that
kind himself—but the discussion was eminently
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A sage invented big balloons to reach up to the
sky. ,

So people in them justly said, ¢ Oh! how is this
for high?’

Persons who had weekly lungs went up them
every day,

To give their lungs an airing in a therapeutic
way.

‘When the thermometer was taken up along
with that ’ere ship

The mercury went up also with every daily trip.

One day there was an accident—tis sad now to
relate

About the people who went up, and their un-
timely fate.

The big balloon was severed from its fasten-
ing, the rope,

And, parted from the latter, it did at once elope;

And up she went, way out of sight, with all the
men and ladies.

The men they said, ¢ Oh, thisishell!? Theladies
cried, ¢ Oh, hades!’

But they never came back. That is why we

confess
Aéronautic therapy is not a success.”
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of which was influenced by the mind, the sexual
apparatus was paramount. In the large per-
centage of functional affections of the sexmal
organs, mental, not local, treatment was required.
When a man suffered from varied and obscure
symptoms, without any manifest physical ill
health, it was always wise to look to the genital
apparatus for the genesis of his trouble.

“Is it any wonder,” queried the speaker, “if
subjects for the treatment of impotency are
plentiful?” It would be unjust to compare the
discovery of Brown-Séquard with that of Juan
Ponce de Leon. The former was a savant, and
so recognized ; the latter a mere visionary trav-
eler in search of the marvelous fountain. It is
true that the value of the testicular juice was
well known even before Brown-Séquard was
known to have existed; but this value was esti-
mated in a manner at variance with the Brown-
Séquardian conception. This value could be
likened to the water which ran the mill: its use-
fulness ceased when its mission was performed.
Not so the fluid of Brown-Séquard ; it was not
debris; on the contrary, it could reproduce itself.
Dr. Cremaster had migrated beyond the narrow -
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gentleman recovered from the anesthetic he re-
marked that ‘I had taken a great load off his
mind,’ and at the same time he observed that ‘I
had removed a greater portion of his scalp.’
The hairy defect on his head was immediately
replaced by a few injections of the testicular
juice obtained from a hare. The patient is very
timid, and is in consequence unfitted for his
former occupation, that of a hotel clerk.”

Exhibit No. 5.

This exhibit was formerly a general practi- -
tioner of medicine; but wishing to become a
specialist, he subjected himself to treatment.
After six injections of tegticular juice from a
cat the patient has been metamorphosed into a
cataract specialist. In the fee line his revenues
have largely increased, and he is continually
looking for rats. In his case the effects of the
injections were undoubtedly due to catalytic ac-
tion. 'When questioned by one of the members
relative to how the transformation agreed with
him, he replied, in a caterwauling voice, that ‘a
specialist has a soft snap.” He was distinguished
from the general physician not so much by the
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spoke well of his brother practitioners, visited his
patients on foot, never told them of his miracu-
lous cures, never affixed his several degrees to
his name, and always wrote legible prescriptions.
In other words, his praiseworthy organization
could not compete successfully with his demon-
strative fellow-practitioners. While the latter
recognized his ability, they would always speak
of him to the laity as a very clever fellow who
had too much theory; but they knew full well
in their own minds that scientific medicine was
naught else but the skilful application of theory.
This patient received a number of injections of
testicle fluid from a pig. He is now a successful
physician and a perfect hog. He does not now
hesitate to steal patients or malign his brother
physicians. He prescribes pepsin, and uses a
preparation of pig-iron in all cases of anemia.
The escutchcon on his carriage was exhibited to
the club.

Dr. Cremaster next announced that he had
completed his vital exhibits. He would now
demonstrate the more marvelous properties of
his fluid. After blowing a whistle which looked
like a trachea, two attendants entered the meet-
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and would apply the ordinary signs of death.
He said “ it was unfortunate that physicians neg-
lected the important duty of diagnosing death.”
He had made inquiries among his colleagues and
learned the remarkable fact, incredible as it may
appear, that they rarely applied the signs indi-
cating death, and if they did so in very rare in-
stances, their methods were crude and practically
valueless. He considered that the following
questions should be embodied in every certifi-
cate of death:

1. Have you determined that the patient is
dead?

2. What signs did you employ ?

The application of one positive sign of death
should be made obligatory in every case, as there
was no doubt that a condition known by the term
“suspended animation ” has been observed ; and,
even if it had not, it was the duty of every phy-
sician to complete his work in a businesslike
manner.

“This cadaver,” continued the speaker, “ was
a politician, and, to further his political aspira-
tions, kept a saloon.” In his case the application
of a positive sign of death was not difficult. “I
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ter’s saloon when taking his matutinal cocktail,
and that he had treated the deceased at the bar
only. “The deceased,” continued the speaker,
“had often envied physicians, claiming that they
took life so easy; and if he could live over again
he would become a physician.”

After the preceding speaker had concluded,
Dr. Cremaster remarked that “he would inject
into the deceased the testicular juice of an ass;
for any man with matured intellect who ex-
presses the wish to become a physician is naught
else but an ass, and he richly deserves his fate.”

The members crowded around Dr. Cremaster
as he was about to inject the vital fluid into the
inanimate body. The silence was so painful
that not a few members took morphine. It was
so quiet that you could hear the cilia of the epi-
thelial cells as they furiously lashed the exces-
sive mucus which was present in the respiratory
tract of Dr. Vastus Externus. You could hear
the gall secreted by the liver of the presump-
‘tuous member, Dr. Buccinator. Dr. Cremaster
was about to select a vein in the arm of the cada~
ver, but he could not find one. His embarrass-
ment was manifest. He sought to explain the
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ad

to show the marvelous properties of his fluid.
His failure in this experiment was evident. It
was the failure that characterized the experi-
ments of many scientists, viz., lack of attention
to details. He had neglected to provide a plen-
tiful supply of fresh air for the resuscitated ca-
daver. The atmosphere of the meeting-room
was only fit for members of the Antiseptic Club
and anaérobic bacteria. '

Long and loud was the applause which greeted
the speaker at the conclusion of his remarks.
He was almost apotheosized by the members,
who crowded around himj; but, like all great
men, he submitted to these honors in a calm and
dignified manner.

Let us for a moment digress from the minutes
of the meeting to analyze Dr. Cremaster and his
experiment. Dr. Cremaster, although a learned
man and an active contributor to medical liter-
ature, belonged to a large class of medical men
who might properly be designated as scientific
perverts. The mind dominates the higher and
lower psychical functions. To the latter belong
those purely automatic functions which are em-
braced by the term “intuition.” As one or the
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d

6. The locality selected.

7. The force employed in ejecting the contents
of the syringe. -

8. The rapidity of absorption of the fluid in-
jected.

9. Numerous etceateras.

It was as rational to suppose that any one of the
foregoing factors was implicated in the results
of treatment as it was to attribute all the effects
to the fluid. A careful elimination of all these
factors would be necessary before he could be
convinced. The same objections pertained to the
organic juices as to a shot-gun preseription. You
do not know what does the work. It may be
true that marvelous results have been actually
observed after the injections, but in this age of
suggestion in medicine it was necessary to know
what was the especial factor involved. If it
were the prick of the needle all the accessory
formalities should be eliminated. It may be
necessary to give a man the Pacific Ocean if he
wanted a homeopathic purgative of high dilution,
but you could obtain this pacific action without
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trees, with similar good results. In tabes dor-
salis, if no special symptom demanded treatment,
he employed a fluid made from the posterior col-
umns of the spinal cord, whereas if impotency
were present he used the nerve matter from the
genitospinal center in the cord. In syringo-
myelia he saturated the fluid with neurogliar
tissue. In progressive spinal muscular atrophy
ho employed the motor nuclei in the cord and
medulla for injection. In paralysis he injected
extracts made from special centers of the motor
region, according to the localization of the paral-
ysis. He believed that he had sufficiently illus-
trated his special method of treatment without
dilating further on the subject.

Dr. Rectus Femoris had used with success the
expressed juice of the larynx in the case of a
female who had suffered for many years from
aphonia. He mentioned the singular case of
a married woman who had lost the use of her
tongue. Three injections of the expressed juice
from the tongue of a sheep cured her completely ;
in fact, the juice spoke for itself. In this case, at
the earnest solicitation of her husband, he had
employed successfully in the same case an ex-
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cirrhotic liver; for defects in the roof of the
mouth the juice from shingles; for general atro-
phy the juice of lipomata; and for plagiarism
the éxpressed juice of felons. Having expended
counsiderable juice in citing his observations, he
removed from his pocket a flask labeled “sTEr-
ILIZED WATER,” gnd after reducing the weight of
its contents by this manceuver, he sat down.

Dr. Soleus believed that the time had arrived
for him to say something. He therefore moved—
and as he did so he collided with the hypertro-
phied feet of Dr. Externus—that the club ad-
journ to “The Antisepticum.” The motion was
seconded and carried.
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8. Don’t mistake a lipoma for a cancer; other-
wise you will encourage the skill of “cancer
specialists,” who often thrive on the mistakes of
expert microscopists.

9. Dow’t diagnose a carcinoma unless the his-
tory of the case accompanies the specimen, and
the death of the patient is assured.

10. Don’t conclude when searching for mi-
crobes that there are none present. Remember
that microbes are sometimes as difficult of detec-
tion as a physician who disdains a proffered
emolument.

11. Don’t postulate that the possession of a
microscope carries with it the possession of a
knowledge of microscopy, any more than does
the possession of glasses enable an illiterate
owner to read.

12. Don’t eschew imagination in arriving at
results from a microscopical examination, espe-
cially if an importunate physician believes in the
infallibility of a microscope.

13. Don’t tell the patient he has tuberculosis
when you find the tubercle bacilli in his sputum.
Knowledge is a dangerous thing when it con-
firms the suspicions of a patient.






146 THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

scopy mental is almost as frequent as spherical
and chromatic aberration.

Dr. Naso Labialis wished to bring charges
against Dr. Gemellus Inferior, the celebrated
bacteriologist, for professional misconduet, based
on a letter given him by the latter to the keeper
of the Life-saving Station. Dr. Labialis stated
that he called on Dr. Inferior and solicited his
. aid for some kind of employment. The latter
gave him a letter, as before stated, and on its
presentation he was humiliated by the keeper
of the station, who informed him that the letter
must have been intended as a joke; for he surely
should have known that physicians were not
employed at his station, for they could only use
men who saved lives.

Dr. Inferior remarked that he had given the
letter in good faith, and if Dr. Labialis would
not accept his apology he would abide by the
decision of the chair. .

Dr. Labialis wished to remark that the only
culture Dr. Inferior ever possessed was in his
bacteriological laboratory.

The president observed that ¢ professional
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inclosure thirty feet square, strewn with bone-
dust. The ropes must be made of fresh umbil-
ical cords padded with absorbent cotton.

4. The weapons employed must be hypodermic
syringes charged to the brim with a narcotic.

5. The syringe, with needle attached, must be
held in the right hand, while the left arm is em-
ployed in guarding.

6. The needles must be thrust into the veins;
otherwise the contest will be declared a draw.

7. The contest is to take place in rounds, six
rounds constituting the contest.

Both men realized that the night’s contest
might result in death, and their wills were made
in accordance with this knowledge.

Transcript of the Will of Dr. Labialis, Yclept
“ Big Lip.”»
“IsTHMUS OoF FAUCEs, December 8, 1894.
“My association with patients has taught me
the uncertainty of life; I therefore pronounce
this my last will and testament. I bequeath to
the Society for the Prevention of Tautology my
entire medical library. In this bequest I am
dictated by the conviction that the compilation
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Transcript of the Will of Dr. Inferior, Yclept
“ Hades.”

“ALIMENTARY WaY, December 8, 1894.
“I have little to leave but my remains and the
world. I leave the latter to its inhabitants. I
have not accumulated money during my life-
time, as I did not wish to leave any evidence of
my avariciousness behind me. As a physician
I was prone to accept the thanks of my pa-
tients and nothing more; and to those who wor-
ship wealth let me bequeath a heritage which
will enable them to collect fees from their pa-
tients: collect when the fever is high, for the
“willingness to pay is moderated during conva-
lescence, and its extinction is correlative to the
cure. I request that the autopsy on my body
will be attended with as little mutilation as pos-

sible, and that my dismembered parts be put . -

into my abdomen, so that on the day of resur-
rection I will have no difficulty in collecﬁng my-
self, and will rise again as an integral factor of
the human race. I hereby affix my signature.

“ Dr. INFERIOR.”

It was about ten o’clock on the evening of the
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Round No. 1.

Both men were cautious and looked for an
opening. Dr. Labialis made a clever feint with
his left, and led with his right at the epigastric
vein of Dr. Inferior, the latter dexterously avoid-
ing the needle by a movement of inspiration.
Dr. Labialis then led with his needle for his op-
ponent’s jugular, which the latter again evaded
by a forcible contraction of the sterno-cleido-mas-
toid muscle. Up to this time Dr. Inferior was on
the defensive, but, disregarding at this ecritical
moment all knowledge of venous anatomy, he
rushed at Dr. Inferior, thrusting the needle into
all the convenient points of his body. There
followed considerable in-fighting, with numerous
punctures, and the gong now sounding, both men
retired to their respective corners.

Dr. Labialis looked like a fresh porous plaster,
while Dr. Inferior looked like a blood-sieve.
While the bleeding was being controlled by
means of brushes, which were applied to the
bodies of the competitors after being dipped into
a barrel of chloride-of-iron solution which was
standing in the ring, the celebrated surgeon,
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Rules’ the veins must be punctured, prepared
themselves accordingly. The committee found
that Dr. Labialis had developed an artificial cu-
taneous emphysema, which rendered his veins in-
visible and well protected, while Dr. Inferior had
had his veins previously excised. He had further-
more adopted the expedient of having an artist
draw on his body the course of the veins, thus
practicing double deception. Your committee
begs to suggest that in future hypoderms should
be discontinued, not only because they are harm-
less in their results, but because they conduce to
deception. The members of this committee
would furthermore suggest as more certain of
results the following form of duello, viz., that
the duelists submit themselves to the treatment
of Dr. Peroncus Brevis, the homeopathist, until
one or the other of the contestants succumbs.”

Dr. Compressor Nasi moved the acceptance of
the report of the committee, which was duly sec-
onded and finally carried. A

Dr. Anconeus reported the discovery of a new
microbe as the pathogenic organism of neuras-
thenia. Dr. Anconeus was prominent as a dis-
coverer. His discoveries were of an anticipatory.



4 HYPODERM AT THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB. 157

nature and were only imaginary. When a real

discovery had been made, he had the benefit of

claiming priority by referring to a previous ar-

ticle. He was also prolific in his recommendation
of new remedies for the cure of urethritis—rec-

ommendations which were as useless in doing

good as they were valuable in furthering his

prominence.

The meeting adjourned.
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reform instituted by the preceding speaker, of-
fered the following resolution :

“That, in deference to a linguistic anomaly
adopted by many of -the proletariat, who desig-
nate their ‘best girl’ as bladder, therefore,

“ Resolved, That in the future deliberations of
the club the term renal reservoir be employed to
denominate the urinary bladder.”

The resolutions were adopted unammously

Dr. Coracobrachialis read a paper on the fol-
lowing subject : “ Medical Examinations for Life-
insurance.” In his paper he referred to the well-
recognized fact that life-insurance companies
were not circumspect enough in the employment
of medical examiners. In fact, in the selection of
the latter every requirement was regarded with
the exception of one, and that was the ability of
the examiner to make a medical examination.
He deplored this state of things. It was crimi-
nal negligence on the part of life-insurance com-
panies to conduct their business on such un-
businesslike principles. “Is not the safety of
life-insurance companies,” said the speaker, “ de-
pendent on the longevity of their patrons?” The
farcical examinations tolerated by even the best
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Case No. 2.

Rejected on account of sugar in the urine.
An antidiabetic diet caused the sugar to disap-
pear temporarily from the urine, and the candi-
date was accepted.

Case No. 3.

Rejected in consequence of a valvular heart-
lesion. Knowing that cardiac murmurs could be
made to disappear by checking the heart’s action,
this candidate was taught to inhibit the latter by
forcibly contracting the muscles of the neck.
Accepted.

+  Case No.4.

Rejected on account of a severe eruption on
the skin of questionable character. The use of
a flesh-colored paint artistically applied resulted
in the acceptance of the candidate by another
company.

The president assured the reader of the paper
that it was really unnecessary to disguise dis-
ease, however gross, for eventually an examiner
of some company could be found who would ac-
cept any candidate.
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His tuition at the so-called college had cost him
only the sum of one hundred dollars and the
tedium of attending the commencement exercises
on the night of his graduation. On the strength
of his diploma he—the rich merchant—had ob-
tained the gratuitous services of a well-educated
though poor physician for ten long years. The
services included one amputation, three tonsillot-
omies, five confinements, numerous cases of ty-
phoid fever, and any number of nocturnal cases.
The doctor had paid his visits, but the merchant
had not. The doctor received in return three
Christmas cards and the distinction of acting as
godfather for one of the babies. This sponsor-
ship netted the baby a handsome revenue on
every anniversary of its birth.

Dr. Pectoralis Minor read a paper entitled
“Syphilis as an Etiological Factor.in Dental
Caries” He showed that fifty percent. of. his
patients suffering from dental caries gave a his-
tory of syphilis.

The president commented on the paper of Dr.
Minor. He had no doubt that if the etiology of
corns were investigated fifty percent. of the vie-
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His name, when completed, read as follows: I. I.
Molaris, A.M., M.D,, D.D.S, D.M.D., L.D.S,
LF.IL.L, T.E.E.T.H,, and so forth, etec., ete., ad
infinitum.

Dr. Molaris had also invented a dental bur,
on which his name and several degrees were
stamped. The name and degrees, however, were
the only valuable parts of the bur, and for that
reason its use had been limited to ornamental
purposes only. Dr. Molaris was eminent in his
profession, notwithstanding the fact that he was
a very poor dentist. His distinetion lay in his
nicely appointed offices, in his. several degrees,
and, finally, in the fact that he was president of
a prominent odontological society. He was pro-

- fessor of dental ethics in a dental eollege, and he
could well afford to be, for he was very rich.
Before acquiring his wealth and position he had
demonstrated his contempt for dental ethics by
'advertising. His present position in the dental
college was in the light of atonement for his past
conduct, by showing others how to be good—a
task which was as easy for him as for others who
could afford to be good. It was an agreeable task
to philosophize with the misfortunes of others.
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sensation in the stomach, and still later a feel-
ing of weight in the rectum. This prompted him
to consult the celebrated rectal specialist, Dr.
Sphineter Ani, who, after a cursory examination,
informed him that he needed the services of a
dentist. Thus it was that the patient had come
under his care.

Case No. 2.

This patient had suffered from undue indul-
gence in milk-punches. Dr. Hyperplasia Cere-
bralis, the eminent pathogenician of nervous dis-
eases, had attributed the excessive indulgence to
the persistence of milk-teeth, and advised their
removal. This was done, with the remarkable
result that the patient had discontinued the milk
and up to the present time took nothing else but
the punches.

Cuse No. 3.

In presenting this case of dental caries Dr. Mo-
laris, who was a master of polysyllabic and met-
aphoric technology, defined a dental cavity as
follows: a degenerative, molecular, disintegrat-
ing lesion, resulting in a solution of contin-
uity concurrent with pain, which the sufferer
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the history of an analogous case. A man had
come to him for examination, with the history of
having swallowed a false tooth. A rectal exam-
ination demonstrated the presence of the tooth,
and he had referred the case to an oculist.

Dr. Molaris asked the preceding speaker why
the case was not referred to a dentist.

Dr. Ani replied that the case was not in the
province of a dentist, for it was an eye-tooth
which he had discovered. »

Dr. Nasi spoke disparagingly of dentistry as
a specialty of medicine. He said that dentists,
when they had acquired a medical degree, often
distinguished themselves from their fellow-den-
tists by calling themselves oral surgeons, because
an operation performed by such a surgeon never
spoke for itself. Dr. Nasi regarded a tooth as
sn inadequate emblem of vitality. He likened
it to a corn, a nail, or even a hair, and for that
reason the chiropodist, manicure, or barber could
arrogate his business to the dignity of a specialty
of medicine.

The president reminded Dr. Nasi that the den-
tist of to-day was a person of superior attain-
ments, and, although comparisons were invidious,
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amination.
examination :

Ezamination.

There are fifteen teeth
in the mouth, and the right
molar tooth shows an ex-
posed pulp.

The distal surface of
the second bicuspid tooth
shows a cavity, the con-
tents of which is a partic-
ular kind of cheese.

The tartar on his teeth
is especially abundant on
the left side of the mouth,
and contains organisms
which are found only in

the water derived from
Yellow Hill.

In the right central in-
cisor is a very poor rolled-
gold contour-filling.

The teeth on the left
side of mouth are stained
by tobacco-smoke, while

THE ANTISEPTIC CLUB.

The following is a synopsis of the

Conclusion.

The subject has lost
seventeen teeth, and now
suffers from toothache.

The subject had dined
that evening ‘at the ¢« An-
tisepticum,” where a par-
ticular kind of cheese only
was sold.

The subject is left-
handed, inclined to be
filthy in his habits, dis-
regards tooth-powder, and
lives in Yellow Hill.

His dentist is Dr. Alloy,
who is alone capable of
doing such inferior work.

The subject smokes a
pipe and chews tobacco.
The former is held on the
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Ezamination.’

the crown surfaces of mo-
lar teeth on the right side
are stained by tobacco-
juice.

The gums are swollen as
a result of mercurial in-
toxication.

On the buccal surface of
second upper right molar
tooth is an amalgam filling
which shows on analysis a
definite composition.

The tooth just described
gives morphological evi-
dence of hereditary syph-
ilis.

Conclusion.

left side of his mouth,
while his chewing is done
on the right side.

The subject must be a
member of the Antiseptic
Club.

This amalgam composi-
tion is only used in Ger-
many, and it is most likely
that the subject is a Ger-
man or was at some time
in Germany.

It is unlikely that the
subject will ever acquire
syphilis.

The president announced that the dental clinic
was concluded, and he would entertain a mo-

tion for adjournment.

The motion having been

made and duly seconded, the club adjourned.
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[« X

HE presentstate
of medicine
concerns itself
with the treat-
mentof disease,
from the nega-
tive results of

which future

or prophylactic
medicine will
be evolved.
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Dr. Nasi observed the president submitting his
beer to the action of the atomizer, and he in-
quired the reason for this singular procedure.

The president replied that he preferred steam
beer.

After the beer had entered fully into the sub-
jects Dr. Anconeus related the history of a very
singular case of twins, which to him was of the
greatest interest. He related the history with
painful exactness. The course of the tempera-
ture in the case was very irregular.

Dr. Nasi remarked that the preceding speaker
was mistaken when he referred to a singular
case. According to his grammatical method of
thinking- it was a plural case. There was no
doubt that Dr. Anconeus had found his case in-
teresting, but a case that might be interesting to
him was not of necessity interesting to others.
He considered it as an evidence of genius for a
physician to be able to discriminate between what
would and what would not be interesting to a
medical society. ‘If physicians lacked this sense
of discrimination then the duty should devolve
upon censors, or discriminators, if you please, for
it was about time for physicians to know that
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meauci est in observationibus.” The criticism of the
autopsy was impartial and its performance an
absolute necessity in the completion of a diag-
nosis. He admitted, however, that a clinical was
often more easily consummated than a pathologi-
cal diagnosis, on the same principle that the de-
fects of a machine were more easily detected when
the machine was in action than when at rest. He
believed that Dr. Anconeus never made a mis-
take in diagnosis because he never made one
until the syndrome was unmistakable, thus emu-
lating the example of many surgeons, who are
always successful in their operations simply be-
cause they select their cases. )

The president next announced the paper, “ The
Exact State of Medicine in the Year 1945.”

Dr. Brachialis Anticus, before reading his paper,
showed to the society a manusecript, one hundred
years old, which was written by Dr. Levator Menti,
who in his time was one of the leading physi-
cians of— )

At this juncture the speaker was interrupted
by Dr. Nasi, who ventured to observe that the
statement, “the leading physician,” was very in-
definite. It was his belief that every physician
who had ever lived had had the distinction at
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surroundings. I find that the passing vehicles,
operated by electromotor power, create no noise.
I find the cause for this quietude to be resident
in the pavement, which is composed of a soft,
yielding substance, resembling sponge. I say
aloud, “ This is indeed remarkable,” when I am at
once surrounded by a large crowd. On inquir-
ing the cause of this large concourse of people, I
am informed that my voice sounds like thunder
in their ears; that since the introduction in their
city of bibulous pavement their sense of hearing
has become unusually acute.

After informing the people that I am a stranger
in their city, one of the number conducts me to
a large building called the Strangerium. This is

-a bureau of information, supported by the muni-
cipality, where for an antiseptic tablet (gold and
silver being demonetized owing to the scarcity
of antiseptics) one could engage the services of
a guide, called a strangerist. The latter received
fifty antiseptic tablets a month for his services,
and was so profoundly educated that he carried
his head in a sort of sling, to lend additional
support to his ponderous brain. The strangerist
conducted me about the city.
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be readily taken apart by the removal of a few
bolts. In fact, the hospital was taken down
monthly and cleansed by means of heat. Many
openings could be seen in the fagade of the build-
ing, covered by a framework of cotton. The
latter, so the guide informed me, was for the
purpose of filtering the air. He assured me that
by this means, which was only a mild recognition
of the nutritive value of air, disease had become
more tractable and convalescence was curtailed.
Disease, continued he, was now recognized only
as a symptom.

We finally arrived at the office of the promi-
nent physician. I was surprised to meet a young
man, without hair on his face, who addressed me
in the most familiar manner, without any sem-
blance of dignity. “ Surely,” said I to the stran-
gerist, “ you must be mistaken; this cannot be
a prominent physician; where is his dignity ?”

The physician overheard my question. He
told me that physicians attained their position
of prominence not by virtue of any assumed dig-
nity, but by competitive examination. He re-
ferred to his habiliments, which I observed were
made of aluminum. Said he, “ Even the clothes
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tion of fullness. The other reason was this: that

the laity knew that physicians could only cure

curable diseases, which was tantamount to the

admission that nature was the best physician.

They employed physicians chiefly when alarmed
at impending death, for then they had the sat-

isfaction of saying that the physician con-

nived with death.to cheat the patient out of his

life. '

Physicians were divided into the following
classes:

1. Prophylacticians.

2. Consultants.

3. Orchotomists.

4. Lethalists.

The prophylacticians were appointed by the
government. Their essential duty was to pre-
vent disease. In this they were abetted by elim-
inating the sophistry of the early bacteriologists,
who, by accomplishing nothing therapeutically,
demonstrated conclusively the fallacy of their
inquiries. The present school of medicine had
taken cognizance of microbes purely as accidental
factors of a soil which invited their presence. If
the microbes thrived it was attributable to the
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templating marriage received the most careful
attention before wedlock was sanctioned. This
hygienic inquiry did not detract from the senti-
ment or permanence of matrimony; on the con-
trary, divorces were only spoken of as a matter
of history. The progeny of such marriages re-
ceived health as a heritage, the most sublime gift
which parents can bequeath to their children.
Mentally or physically perverse individuals were
not allowed, in consequence, to propagate their
infirmities.

The second class of physicians was the consul-
tants. They were independent practitioners of
medicine, whose counsel was sought in grave
maladies. . It was not always necessary for them
to visit the sick, owing to the great improve-
ments made in the phonograph and telephone.
By means of the former the respiratory and heart
sounds were carcfully registered and the borders
of organs defined. The phonogram thus taken
was transmitted to the consultant, who was
able, unprejudiced by the subjective symptoma-
tology, to render an impartial opinion. By means
of a photographic attachment to the phonograph
the appearance of the patient, or any special mo-
tor phenomena, received careful registration,
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a gentleman was announced, the celebrated homo-
morphologist, Dr. Modernism. It was his prov-
ince to discover similarities between ordinary
things and pathological conditions. It was he
who had compared the appearance of a gummy
tumor to the condition of a base-ball after being
struck by the bat of a celebrated base-ball player.
Many other remarkable similitudes of the day
owed their origin to him. He was also renowned
as a nomenclaturist, and he assured me in confi-
dence that the discovery of new diseases was not
nearly as difficult as the discovery of appropriate
names for them. He asseverated that no physi-
cian could lay claims to distinction until he had
discovered a new disease. If the present progress
in the discovery of new diseases continued all
physicians would become distinguished in a few
years’ time. He gave me his card, which read
as follows:

“ Dr. MODERNISM,
“ Proprietor of the Vital Clinical Museum.?

I learned on inquiry that the museum con-
sisted of living pathological specimens, which
were loaned or sold, for purposes of instruction,
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I wish now to present a page extracted from
a novel, for the purpose of demonstrating the
realism of the age. It is as follows:

“ MRS. JOHN SMITH, THE CHARMING DIVORCED
WIDOW OF TAR FLAT.

“The sun was casting remorseless rays on the
magnificent cloak establishment of ‘Johnston,
Brown & Co.,” and all nature was radiant with a
verdure (use ‘ Glew’s Pills for the Liver’) that
could only be likened to the incomparable ¢ Smith
Dyes.) Suddenly there emerged from the ¢ Johns-
ton-Brown Store’ a charming widow, clad in a
tight-fitting, nickel-plated dress made by the
‘Novelty Hardware Company.” (What's the mat-
ter with ¢ Mills's Regulator’?) She was very rich,
was the widow, and nature, to compensate her
for this misfortune, endowed her with an abun-
dance of ignorance. You might reasonably ask,
kind reader, why she didn’t patronize the unpro-
gressive store of Pachycephalus & Co. (They
don’t advertise with us.) I will tell you. The
store of the aforesaid firm was on an extremely
narrow street, and the widow was very obese.
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I wish next to call your attention to the fol-
lowing, viz., the Veracity Club, the Society for the
Perpetuation of Prevarication, the Ball of the Neu-
ropaths, and, finally, to the Biennial Conclave of
the Sequential Luetics.

I will first describe a meeting which I attended
at the Veracity Club, a medical organization
where truth was lavishly dispensed in all its nu-
dity. At the upper part of the meeting-room
was a beautifully executed group of statuary in
marble, representing truth, honesty, and courage.
Truth was represented as a young physician tell-
ing an envious friend what a very small practice
he had ; honesty was described as a druggist fill-
ing a prescription without substitution; while
courage was portrayed as a gynecologist refusing
to perform a laparotomy.

The president of the club was described as a
model of veracity. Before studying medicine he
had been a gas-meter inspector, and the company
with which he had been connected subsequently
became insolvent. He had also been a homeopa-
thist and had publicly denounced its absurdities.

The time set for the meeting to commence
was 8 p.M., but it was fully fifteen minutes
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later before the president breathlessly entered
the room. He regretted that he was unavoid-
ably detained, though not by an urgent case, the
conventional subterfuge of the dilatory physician.
“The fact is,” said the president, “I haven’t had
a patient to-day. The real reason of my delay,”
he continued, “ was a little altercation with my
wife, and she emphasized her side of the argu-
ment by hitting me on the head with a ‘God
Bless our Home’ motto.”

The bump was demonstrated to the club, and
one member injudiciously referred to it as a
“home production.”

“ My wife,” said the president, “ complained of
my frequent association with the members of this
club, and denounced you gentlemen as a lot of
narrow-minded idiots whose mental development
was stunted by your interminable conceit.”

Dr. Incontinentia Laryngis hereupon arose and
addressed the chair. He thought the wife of the
president was almost right. Scientists were like
individuals suffering from hemianopsia—they
saw things only in one way. The majority of
them were exhaustingly mimetic, and it was rare
to find a genius among them,
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Dr. Constipatio Laryngis observed that genius
was an anomalous condition, and if the anomaly
were transferred from the mental to the physical
being the possessor would in all probability be
a freak at a dime museum or possess unusual
manual dexterity, like a juggler or pianist.

The president observed that the preceding
speaker was unjustified in comparing a musician
" to a juggler. “Only the other night,” continued
the president, “ at ¢ The Antisepticum,” where the
air was infiltrated with the efluvia of limburger,
the musicians whom you condemn took that very
air and transformed it into a sound-picture which
you regarded as beautiful.”

Dr. Laryngis replied that he only inveighed
against classical musie, which was dislocated har-
mony. It was constructed of mathematical,
inharmonious vibrations which were mutually
repellent. Classica composers he regarded as
sufferers from insanity of the -auditory centers.
It was a mimetie, gregarious public that contrib-
nted to the perpetuation of this insanity. As
for himself, he owed too much to his personal
comfort to allow himself to be governed by
public opinion, Mental were less frequent than
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This modification secures sterilization of the cut-
ting-edge of the knife prior to its encroachment
on the vascular cutis. Before terminating this
unusually long paper let me formulate my con-
clusions: (1) Laparotomy is more frequently in-
dicated in rich than in poor patients; (2) it is
also indicated when the incorrectness of the
clinical diagnosis must be substantiated by the
autopsy; (3) it is also indicated when clinical
material is needed and when reputations must
be established.”

Dr. Cortex Cerebri arose to address the chair,
but the president assured him that he was a
success only as a passively oral member, and if
it were not for such members medical societies
could not exist. “Speecl,” continued the presi-
dent, “is a secretion or excretion of the mind. In.
your case it is an excretion.” With many people
silence wasonly ignorance concealed by discretion.

“It is late,” said the president of the Vera-
city Club, “and not one of the members is able
to say anything new on the subject of this even-
ing’s uninteresting paper ; thereforeIwill adjourn
the meeting.”
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trician who is said never to have invented nor
modified a pair of obstetrical forceps.

“Portrait 2.—Picture of a physician who re-
fused a fee (authenticity questioned).”

The following program will furnish ybu with
some idea relative to the interesting features
embodied at the “ Ball of the Neuropaths”:

BALL OF THE NEUROPATHS.

Music by the Cerebrospinal Band.

1. Grand March of the Neurasthenics.
2. Epileptic Dance.
Galvanic Refreshments.
3. Contortion Waltz, by Nervous Prostrates.
4. Hysterical Mazurka.
Faradic Refreshments.
5. The Opisthotonos Arch, by Epileptics.
6. Grand Mal, by Epilepties.
Massage and Cold-water Affusions.
7. Grand Tournament of Nerve-waste.
(Three Prizes.)
8. Convalescent Fantasia, by the Band, en-
titled: “ What is Life without Bromides?”
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An important object of the society was the
promotion of fellowship, on the principle that
misery likes company, and that it is some conso-
lation to know that some other fellow is worse
than yourself.

The meeting took place in a large room, the
walls of which were covered with glass cases and
indented by niches. The former were destined
for the purpose of preserving medicines which
had proved to be of value in the sequences of
syphilis. They were all empty. The niches were
designed for holding the busts of physicians who
had made important researches in the treatment
of late syphilitic manifestations. They were like-
wise unoccupied. A marble statue of Mercury
occupied a prominent place in the upper part of
the hall, below which was the following insecrip-
tion:

“Qur faith in thee, our metal and our god,

Is on this earth or underneath the sod.”

In a less prominent position at the lower end of
the hall was a statue of Venus, constructed of
mud, bearing the following inscription:

“We worshiped at thy shrine, but now do grieve ;
Misfortune’s wrought—there’s no reprieve.”
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I remained at the meeting only long enough
to witness the ceremonies attendant on the elec-
tion of a president. When the election of a
president was announced twenty tabetic indi-
viduals declared themselves as candidates. After
the floor of the meeting-room was cleared, and
the soles of the feet of the tabetics were chalked,
they all toed a line; and at a given signal they
began to walk. T noticed that the individual
who showed the most pronounced ataxia was
elected presiding officer.

After the conclusion of Dr. Anticus’s paper the
Antiseptic Club adjourned sine die.
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