


JOSEPH PENNELL. 

WHEN an artist of ability and originality devotes himself 
mainly to the illustrating of periodical literature, he becomes 
much more quickly known to the general public than if he 
had confined himself within the narrower limits of painting 
or etching. 

The ever-increasing power of the press now enables our 
best illustrated magazines to employ the very best artistic 
talent, and the day is past when artists of real power regarded 
such employment as being no more than a stepping-stone to 
something better. 

Joseph Pennell is so widely known through his illustrations 
in Ce11tury and other periodicals and books, 
that it may surprise many people to know that he is only 
thirty-four years old. 

He was born in Philadelphia, and studied in the Pennsyl-
vania Academy of Fine Arts at the time when the late James 
L. Claghorn was the life and soul of that institution. This 
eminent Philadelphian was among the first to discern the 
unusual talent of young Pennell, and I well remember the 
pride with which the kindly and noble-hearted Mr. Claghorn 
used to certain etchings of quaint nooks and corners 
in Philadelphia, which were the earliest essays of the Acade-
my's promising young pupil. 

American artists who really know how to draw were much 
fewer a dozen years ago than they are to-day; and, as Mr. 
Pennell showed himself to be a consummate draughtsman 
even in those early days, he very soon outgrew the "pent-up 
Utica" of the quiet Quaker City, and went forth to cultivate 
the wider field which has since yielded such an abundant 
harvest. 

After working in New Orleans in collaboration with the 
novelist George W. Cable, Mr. Pennell went to Europe in 
1881 to illustrate some of the Italian writings of W. D. 
Howells. Philip Gilbert Hamerton quickly recognized his 
powers, and one result is the beautiful book on the French 
tour along the river Saone, in which the artist's pictures are 
as delightful as the author's text. Such writers as Henry 
James and Jus tin McCarthy sought and obtained Mr. Pen-
nell's assistance to illustrate their writings on the inexhausti-
ble subject of London, as did Andrew Lang in his work on 
Edinburgh; and perhaps no work of the present day is better 
known than the series of articles on the English cathedrals, 
written by Mrs. Schuyler Van Rensselaer for The Century 

and illustrated by Mr. Pennell. 
But a still more notable instance of literature and art go-

ing hand in hand and jointly producing work of high value, 
is the long series of articles of European travel written by 
Mrs. Elizabeth Robins Pennell and illustrated by her hus-
band. Corning from Philadelphia bright, fresh, and unpreju-
diced, Mr. and Mrs. Pennell saw and depicted the pictorial 





CATALOGUE. 

ETCHINGS. 

The Series. 

r. The Last of the Scaffolding. 
2. Chestnut Street Bridge. 
3· Under the Bridges on the Schuylkill. 
4· Coal Wharves on the Schuylkill. 
5· Public Buildings, Philadelphia. 
6. Callowhill Street Bridge. 
7· Water Street Stairs. 
8. · Water Street Stairs. (The larger plate.) 
g. Street Sweepers. 

ro. Sauerkraut Row. 
II. The Alleyway. 
12. Chancery Lane. 
IJ. Plow Inn Yard. 
14· The Brass Foundry. 
14a. Below Atlantic City. 

The New Or!.:ans Series. 1882. 

I5· An Inner Court. 
r6. In the Twilight. 
I7• The Organ Grinder. 
r8. 'Sieur Georges. 
rg. Madame Delphines. 
20. Pilot Town, Louisiana. 
21. At Lynchburgh, Virginia. 
22. An American Venice. 

The Italian Series. 1883. 

23· Storeyed Florence. 
24. Porto Romano, Florence. 
25. Ducal Urbino, Florence. 
26. A Narrow Way, Florence. 
27· A Covered Street, Florence. 
28. San Ghimignano. 
2g. Gateway, San Ghimignano. 
JO. The Towers of San Ghimignano. 
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JI. Archways, Pistoia. 
32. In the Piazza, Pistoia. 
33· Little Venice. 
34· A Doorway in Venice. 
35· Yesterday and To-day in Venice. 
36. The Landing-Place, Leghorn. 
37· On the Arno. 
g8. The Swing of the Arno, Pisa. 
39· Pisa. 
40· Street in Fiesoli. 
41. A Washing-Place, Siena. 
42. Up and Down in Siena. 
43· A Sienese Street. 
44· Siena. 

The Londo1z Series. 1891. 

45· St. Paul's Cathedral. 
46. Trafalgar Square. 
47· Temple Bar. 
48. Nelson Monument, Trafalgar Square. 
49· The Thames Embankment. 
so. Ludgate Hill. 
51. Choir of St. Paul's. 
52. Victoria Tower, Westminster. 
53· Office of "Punch." 
54· Statue of Charles I. 
55· Chelsea. 
ssa. Chelsea. (The smaller plate.) 

DRAWINGS IN PEN-AND-INK AND WASH. 

NoTE.- The drawings numbered from s6 to II9 are kindly lent by The Century Co. 

56. A Rainy Night. 

1884. 

57· The Cannongate, Edinburgh. 
58. The Tolbooth, High Street, Edinburgh. 
59· Cow Gate, from George IV. Bridge, Edinburgh. 
6o. An Alleyway, Dublin. 
61. Bull Run Bridge. 

r88s. 

62. A Scavenger, Florence. 
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x886. 

63. Small Shops in Naples. 
64. Italian Olive Trees. 
65. A Scene in Venice. 
66. Interior of Monte Oliveto. 
67. Washing-Place near Empoli, Italy. 
68. Chelsea Hospital. 
69. Tite Street, Chelsea. 

x887. 

70. The Original Eton Fives Court. 
71. Christ Church Gateway, Canterbury. 
72. "Ducker." The Swimming-Place at Harrow. 
73· Norman Stairway. The close, Canterbury. 
74· West Front of Canterbury Cathedral. 
75· Canterbury Cathedral from Christ Church Gateway. 
76. Peterborough Cathedral from the Market Place. 
77· The Office, Christ's Hospital. 
78. Ely Cathedral and Lady Chapel from the Southeast. 

x888. 

79· The Spire of Salisbury Cathedral from the River. 
So. Salisbury Cathedral from the N:ortheast. 
8x. Across the Fens, Ely Cathedral. 
82. Charing Cross Station, London. 
83. A Wet Evening, Parliament Square, London. 
84. Somerset House from Charing Cross, London. 

x889. 

85. York Cathedral, The Nave. 
86. The Five Sisters, York Cathedral. 
87. The South Aisle of the Retrochoir, Winchester. 
88. Winchester High Cross at entrance to the close. 
89. The Nave of Winchester Cathedral. 
go. Winchester Cathedral from the Southeast. 
91. The Barley Mow, Clifton Hampden. 
92. Thames Eel Bucks. 
93· The Angel, Henley on Thames. 
94· Entrance to Walmer Castle. 
95· An Afternoon Call. 
96. Sandford Lock, Thames. 

x89o. 

97· Gloucester Cathedral- The Cloisters. 
g8. Gloucester Cathedral-The Nave. 
99· Gloucester Cathedral- St. Paul's Chapel. 

xoo. Aigues Mortes, Provence, France. 
xox. The Cathedral of Nimes. 
102. Chateau Tarascon, Provence. 
103. La Tour Magne, Nimes. 
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