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14 KOREAN TALES.

and open this new market to her merchants, has
done so, like other nations, though she has
chosen to call her treaty by the euphonious
name of ‘commercial and trade regulations for
the subjects of China and Korea’, and her dip-
lomatic representative in Séul, ¢ Minister Resi-
dent for political and commercial affairs.” What
China’s relations with Korea were prior to the
opening of the latter kingdom by the treaty of
1888, I propose to show in the following pages,
taking as my authorities official Chinese publi-
cations and writings of men in official position.”











































































THE RABBIT AND OTHER LEGENDS. 39

Marvelling much at the rabbit’s courtesy, the
fishes slunk away into the corners for very
shame at their own rude conduct in forcibly
kidnapping him, when a simple request would
have accomplished their purpose. The turtle
was rather roughly commanded to carry the
guest to the place designated, which he did.

Once released by the turtle to dig for the eyes
in the sand, the rabbit shook the water from his
coat, and winking at his clumsy betrayer told
him to dig for the eyes himself, that he had
only one pair, and those he intended to keep.
With that he tore away up- the mountain side,
and has ever after been careful to give the tur-
tle a wide berth.



















































































































































38 KOREAN TALES.

As Cho Uhn Hah had no parents, His Majes-
ty determined that she should have royal
patronage, and decreed that their wedding
should take place in the great hall where the
members of the royal family are united in mar-
riage. This was done with all the pomp and
circumstance of a royal wedding, and no official
stood so high in the estimation of the King, as
the valiant, true-hearted You, while the virtues
of his spouse were the subject of songs and
ballads, and she was extolled as the model for
the women of the country.

















































































HYUNG BO AND NAHL BO. 115

The seed that had brought prosperity to his
honest, deserving brother had turned prosperity
into ruin to the cruel, covetous Nahl Bo, who
now had to subsist upon the charity of his kind
brother, whom he had formerly treated so
cruelly.















































































































SIM CHUNG,
THE DUTIFUL DAUGHTER.

Sy Hyon, or Mr. Sim, was highly esteemed
in the Korean village in which he resided. He
belonged to the Yang Ban, or gentleman class,
and wheén he walked forth it was with the
stately swinging stride of the gentleman, while
if he bestrode his favorite donkey, or was car-
ried in his chair, a runner went ahead calling
out to the commoners to clear the road. His
rank was not high, and though greatly esteemed
as a scholar, his income would scarcely allow of
his taking the position he was fitted to occupy.

His parents had been very fortunate in be-
trothing him to a remarkably beautiful and
accomplished maiden, daughter of a neighboring
gentleman. She was noted for beauty and grace,
while her mental qualities were the subject of
continual admiration. She could not only read
and write her native ernmun, but was skilled in
Chinese characters, while her embroidered shoes,
pockets, and other feminine articles were the
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